
Making a living, making a life

Questions to consider

- What does the Lord want me to do?

- What jobs did people do in the Bible?

- Why work (vs. just preaching, etc.)?
What about working until retirement, then spending your life playing golf in Florida?

- What are things that are good to do?

- Does the job bring glory to God?

- What are some jobs you would not want?

- Should anyone need to leave a job when saved?

- How do we balance work and family responsibilities?

- How do we serve God in a job?



Scripture on Work

Eph 6:5 Slaves, be obedient to those who are your masters according to the flesh, with fear and trembling, 
in the sincerity of your heart, as to Christ; 6 not by way of eyeservice, as men-pleasers, but as slaves of 
Christ, doing the will of God from the heart. 7 With good will render service, as to the Lord, and not to 
men, 8 knowing that whatever good thing each one does, this he will receive back from the Lord, 

Col 3:22 Slaves, in all things obey those who are your masters on earth, not with external service, as those 
who [merely] please men, but with sincerity of heart, fearing the Lord. 23 Whatever you do, do your work 
heartily, as for the Lord rather than for men; 24 knowing that from the Lord you will receive the reward of 
the inheritance. It is the Lord Christ whom you serve.

2Thess 3:6 Now we command you, brethren, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that you keep aloof 
from every brother who leads an unruly life and not according to the tradition which you received from us. 
7 For you yourselves know how you ought to follow our example, because we did not act in an 
undisciplined manner among you, 8 nor did we eat anyone's bread without paying for it, but with labor and 
hardship we [kept] working night and day so that we might not be a burden to any of you; 9 not because we 
do not have the right [to this,] but in order to offer ourselves as a model for you, that you might follow our 
example. 10 For even when we were with you, we used to give you this order: if anyone will not work, 
neither let him eat. 11 For we hear that some among you are leading an undisciplined life, doing no work at 
all, but acting like busybodies. 12 Now such persons we command and exhort in the Lord Jesus Christ to 
work in quiet fashion and eat their own bread. 13 But as for you, brethren, do not grow weary of doing 
good. 14 And if anyone does not obey our instruction in this letter, take special note of that man and do not 
associate with him, so that he may be put to shame. 15 And [yet] do not regard him as an enemy, but 
admonish him as a brother.

Acts 18:2 And [Paul] found a certain Jew named Aquila, a native of Pontus, having recently come from 
Italy with his wife Priscilla, because Claudius had commanded all the Jews to leave Rome. He came to 
them, 3 and because he was of the same trade, he stayed with them and they were working; for by trade 
they were tent-makers. 4 And he was reasoning in the synagogue every Sabbath and trying to persuade 
Jews and Greeks.

Eph 4:28 Let him who steals steal no longer; but rather let him labor, performing with his own hands what 
is good, in order that he may have [something] to share with him who has need.

1Thess 4:11 and to make it your ambition to lead a quiet life and attend to your own business and work 
with your hands, just as we commanded you, 12 so that you will behave properly toward outsiders and not 
be in any need.

Gen 3:17  Then to Adam He said, "Because you have listened to the voice of your wife, and have eaten 
from the tree about which I commanded you, saying, 'You shall not eat from it'; Cursed is the ground 
because of you; In toil you will eat of it All the days of your life.  18 "Both thorns and thistles it shall grow 
for you; And you will eat the plants of the field;  19 By the sweat of your face You will eat bread,

Responsibility to provide for the family

1Tim 5:8 But if anyone does not provide for his own, and especially for those of his household, he has 
denied the faith, and is worse than an unbeliever.

Mt 15:3 And He answered and said to them, "And why do you yourselves transgress the commandment of 
God for the sake of your tradition? 4 "For God said, 'HONOR YOUR FATHER AND MOTHER,' and, 'HE 
WHO SPEAKS EVIL OF FATHER OR MOTHER, LET HIM BE PUT TO DEATH.' 5 "But you say, 
'Whoever shall say to [his] father or mother, "Anything of mine you might have been helped by has been 
given [to God,]" 6 he is not to honor his father or his mother.' And [thus] you invalidated the word of God 
for the sake of your tradition.
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